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Continued on Page 2 

THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS … 
This is officially the month when the Rustin family changes forever. We await our little baby girl with great                

expectation. As we do so, I’ve had the opportunity to lay the foundation for a great transition time that will allow me 

to be away for a little bit to spend time focusing on my family. 
 

Whenever the baby decides to come (we DO realize it’s not up to us at 

all!) I will be out entirely for a couple weeks (including the                            

accompanying Sundays).   Fortunately, Larry and Lewis are all ready to 

go for the inevitability of that day and will preach the Sundays I am gone. 

Once we get settled after the first couple weeks, I will start  popping into 

the office for staff  meetings and get back into the routine of preaching on 

Sundays. Slowly but surely, I’ll fully transition back into my regular 

working schedule. In this, I hope to be providing a good balance between 

honoring my family and all the newness, and being as present as possible 

for the church I love. I will definitely be here for Easter no matter what! 
 

It’s an exciting time, and once again we want to thank you all for your 

prayers and support. We truly could not do it without you. We cannot 

wait to introduce our baby girl to you all when we’re ready to do so!  

 
In the meantime, please enjoy some pictures from our transition at home on page two 

 – as our open formal dining room became the nursery. 
 

In Christ, 
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Continued from cover page 

 

  Lead Pastor:    Rev. Dino Rustin 

Care & Visitation:    Rev. Dr. Lewis Trotter 
 

Organist/Director of Music Ministry:  Ted Hayes 
 
 

Michelle Noval, Church Op. Director   Larry Underwood, Family Min. Dir. 

Doreen Hawkins, Financial Admin.  Amy Connours, Office Assistant              

Fernando Olaya, Maintenance Tech. Christine Melchior, Custodian               

Paul Fullylove, Web/IT/Sound Tech. Diane Varnadore, Pianist   

Teagan Duncan, Nursery          Mariah Sopko, 9 am Worship Leader     
 
 

 
 

 Church Web Site:  www.firstpresbradenton.com 

 Church Email address: office@firstpresbradenton.com     

 Address:     1402 Manatee Ave W, Bradenton, FL 34205 

 Contact Numbers:        (941) 746-6141 /  Fax:  (941) 747-1198 

1 Maria Solano 
 
 

3 Judy Alvis, Phyllis Persson 
 

 
 

4 Virginia “Ginny” Aja 

6    Jeanne Auten 

7 Patty Li 

8 George Hoagland, Ann Wolpers 

9 Mary Hoagland 

12 Joe Dickerson 

14  Kathleen Cantley 

15 Caroline MacDonald,  

      Chloe Waldron 
 

16 Joshua Bethany 
 

17 Kylir Gruwell 

18 Dino Rustin, Jennifer Underwood 

19 Barbara Brunner, Barbara Russell 

21   Jean Phillips 

22 Ted Hayes, Kaili Gruwell 

24 Jessica Miller 

25  Bill Whidden 

26 Kristen Johnson, Carol Saggau 

28 Emily Melchior, Mary Miller 

30 Bo Vaughn 

31 Kathy Schermer, Vicki Stark, 

       Cynthia Bobkoskie 

Baby 

Rustin’s 

new 

nursery! 
 

From start 
to finish! 

 

Complete 
with closet! 
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FPC Building Commission Update 
  

 

 

The construction project continues along with progress being made in all areas.  The elevator shaft has been 

constructed with anticipation of our new elevator being installed soon.  This is an Otis Unit and will                      

accommodate our church now and in the future. 

 

The parking lot has been compacted and being prepared for future paving.  The new drainage lines will be 

installed by the time you are reading this newsletter and will provide for any runoff from our new parking 

lot. Our parking lot will be well lighted and with beautiful landscaping. A new sign with an electronic                 

marquee is also planned at the corner of Manatee Ave and 15th Street West.  This will replace our old sign               

currently in front of the main church building. 

 

As always, we ask that you keep our church and this commission in your thoughts and prayers as we move 

forward with this project. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or any member of the Building Commission. 

 

Wayne Scroggins, Chairman 
 

 

Members: Kaye Butler, Steve Porter, Kathy Schermer and Bill Schmoll 

   

Taking A Stand Committee Update 
 

Dirt is moving and dust is flying!  It is obvious to church members and the community-at-large that things 

are happening at First Presbyterian!  It has been approximately two years since our Taking A Stand                   

campaign wrapped up and construction has now been underway for several months.  The parking lot should 

be completed by Easter, and construction should be finished by late fall. 

 

In many ways all of this is a miracle, but it is a miracle that would have been impossible without your                 

commitment, support, and ongoing payment of your pledges.  God has guided us, and you have risen to the 

challenge. 

 

To date, we have collected $1.1 million of the $1.5 million pledged.  Thank you for your faithful giving!  Thus 

far, we have been able to pay the bills as we go without borrowing any money.  However, the last $400,000 is 

just as important as the first!  We have committed to a construction budget based on all our pledges, so please 

continue to support your pledge and our church.  We are depending on you!  Thank you, and may God bless 

you and First Presbyterian Church!     
 

Allen and Kaye Butler 

Taking A Stand Chairs 
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 Peace River Presbyterian Women’s Spring Retreat   ~  Walking with Jesus 

 

        At Day Spring Episcopal Conference Center, Ellenton 
 

Monday, March 23rd 
9:00 am Registration 

9:30 am-7:00 pm Workshops 
 

Tuesday, March 24th 
9:30 am-3:00 pm Workshops 

 
JOIN US FOR: 

Mini workshops, 2020 Bible Study information,  

Fellowship, Music, Service Projects, 

and fun with other Christian women! 

 
 

For more information, contact: 

Barbara Borderieux at 941-729-8036 or 941-592-5103 

bborderieux@tampabay.rr.com 
 

     Scholarships are available through the Margaret Day  

                                  Fund of the Presbyterian Women. 
 
 

Gift baskets from each church are encouraged to help keep the retreat affordable to all.   

Drawing to be held on Tuesday afternoon.  You do not need to be present to win.   

 

 

THE  CASE  FOR  

Easter 
 

March 8—April 5, 2020* 

Small Dining Room 

10:00 am 

Facilitator: Dwayne Smith 
 

The resurrection of Jesus has been called the pivotal point in                    

human history. It was definitive proof that Jesus was, and is, who 

He claimed to be – the Son of God who bore our sins on the cross. 

Join the adult Sunday School class in March at 10 o’clock in the 

Small Dining Room to examine The Case for Easter, a four-part              

video series in which Lee Strobel, a former atheist, presents the     

evidence he uncovered as he used his training as a journalist to      

investigate the claims of Christianity. What he found convinced 

him that the story of Easter is true and it changed his life. Dwayne 

Smith will facilitate the class.  
 

*Please note: There will be no class on Sunday, March 15, due to 

our monthly Koinonia.   

 
Walking 

    with 
Jesus 
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       Love  
  Carved in Stone A fresh look at the Ten Commandments  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Circle  ~  1st Thursday of  the month @ 7:00 pm  

(FPC’s Small Dining Room   ~   Teacher: Patty Li) 

“Thou shalt not steal” (Exodus 20:15)  At first glance one would believe this is about personal property but the 

ancestors in Biblical times knew that everything belongs to God and we are temporary holders. Wealth was 

seen as a blessing and was to be used for the benefit of the community. When Israel entered the Land of                 

Promise, conflicts about personal property took place. There is a line between what one is capable of doing and 

what is morally right to do. 
 

Even a passive action is a sin by not acting  to help another when personal welfare is at stake. This                           

command  requires the community as a whole to support the economic needs of others. We are to deal fairly 

with others in business, by using fair weights, not charging excessive interest, and protecting borrowed goods 

(Exodus 22:7-8;10-15). 
 

As Martin Luther wrote: “We are commanded to promote and further our neighbor’s interests, and when they 

suffer want, we are to help, share, and lend to both friends and foes.” The Biblical laws about gleaning spoke of 

the right of the poor and the duty of the well-off. Owners could not pass through their fields a second time as it 

left less of a harvest for the poor to gather. The law is given to help us not give in to selfishness and live as a 

community that cares, respects, and trusts others.   Other passages to read are Exodus 22:1-15; Deuteronomy 

15:4,11.  

              Patty Li 

A fresh look at the Ten Commandments  
 

“The Eighth Word” 

  

 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 9th, 2020 
11:30 am    ~   Fellowship Hall 

 

Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon 
 

God’s Quilt 
 

            Guest Speaker—Peg Moffett 
Peg, a native Floridan, was brought up in the Presbyterian 

Church and is currently an active member of FPC, Sarasota.  
She has studied Christian symbolism for 30+ years and has       

designed and constructed close to 100 banners.  Peg has also             
interpreted the symbolism in stained glass windows in a number 

of churches in Ohio and Florida.  She has presented “God’s 
Quilt” to several churches throughout the Peace River                    

Presbytery and is looking forward to speaking                                           
at FPC, Bradenton in May!  
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High School: CIY Move // July 19th-24th Lee University, Tennessee 

Located on college campuses across the nation, MOVE provides a program for 30,000 high school students every summer. 

Students are challenged through intense, interactive worship, dynamic preaching, small group study, and community 

building.  Students at MOVE not only learn and worship together – they spend quality time with their church youth 

groups, discovering ways that God will use them to impact the world. 
 

MOVE is more than just another conference or camp – it’s an experience! It’s an all-inclusive event providing food,              

lodging, recreational activities and an amazing program. Adult leaders are provided small group materials prior to the 

event, and then meet with CIY staff each morning to go over each day’s lesson. And MOVE curriculum is made available 

to all groups after the event. This includes curriculum that will take your students deeper into MOVE’s theme for four 

more weeks. 
 

MOVE is committed to helping students take their mountaintop experiences beyond the event by challenging them to       

become Kingdom workers. To encourage that commitment, each student has the opportunity to open a Kingdom worker 

card on the last day of MOVE. On that card is a challenge to complete something over the next year, no matter how            

difficult the task. 
 

Middle School: CIY Mix // July 20-23  Southeastern University, Florida 

MIX is a four-day summer event specifically designed for students in sixth, seventh and eighth grades. It is intentionally 

crafted in ways that will engage middle school students through tactile, interactive, and fun activities coupled with Bible-

based teaching and small group interaction. 
 

MIX is an event that understands middle school students need their own experience. This age group is at a unique time in 

their lives – they’re growing and learning differently than any other age group. They’re still young enough to need to 

play, but old enough to start understanding some core ideals that will stay with them the rest of their lives. For this                

reason, MIX isn’t designed for high school students, or for preteens. It’s specifically designed for sixth, seventh and eighth 

grade students – it’s their chance to be exactly who they are: to play, listen, and learn as themselves. 
 

Elementary School: Winshape Day Camp // June 29-July 3 BCS in Bradenton.  Big time, over-the-top             

moments delivered to your neighborhood 

Have the summer of a lifetime close to home! WinShape Camps for Communities brings the ultimate day camp right to 

your neighborhood, combining fun, faith, and friendship into an action-packed week. Campers completing grades K-8 

cultivate their God-given skills and talents in a mix of indoor and outdoor moments, physical activity, and creative play, 

with epic adventures at camp all day and sleeping soundly back at home at night. At the end of the week, we serve up a 

day of fun for the whole family—complete with a yummy lunch from Chick-fil-A. 
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COVENANT  

 GRACE  

Maundy Thursday April 9, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

Chancel Choir with Chamber Orchestra 

  

Our God is faithful. 

  

He stretches His rainbow across the heavens to remind us of His mercy and His grace. He sends streams in the 

desert and spreads a banquet in the wilderness providing for the needs of His people.  God loves us with an 

everlasting love, and His faithfulness endures to every generation. 

  

It was God's perfect love that sent Jesus into the world.  All of God's wondrous promises are made "yes" in 

Christ Jesus.  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us...a living promise of truth and light. 

  

As together we take this journey of promises, may your hope be renewed. As we recall His life and ministry, 

may your joy be restored.  As we trace His path to the cross, may your faith be reborn. As we gaze beyond the 

shadows of Calvary, may the light of a new dawn refresh your spirits with peace. 

  

And so we sing, waiting for the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave       

Himself to redeem us and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own. 

  

This is the covenant of grace. 

  

Make plans to attend this musical worship and begin to invite your friends and neighbors. 

  

 

Organist, Director of Music 

Ted C. Hayes 

FPC’S Music Ministry Presents 

 

 

The Presbyterian Women are again offering  

Easter lilies for the Easter Season.  If you wish 

to  purchase a lily this year, you may do so in  

memory of a loved one, in honor of someone, 

or to beautify our sanctuary this year.   You may pick 

up your lily after Easter Sunday service.   

 

Please fill out a lily envelope, which may be  

found in the Narthex or by contacting  

Caroline MacDonald at 517-881-7374. 

 

 The PW thank you for your continued support. 

Cost: $7 
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“My name is Shannon, and I’ve spent the last three summers living at Thornwell as an intern for volunteers, ministry, and            

activities.  
 

I think it would be easy to sit on Thornwell’s campus and feel surrounded by the kind of unfathomable pain that renders us all 

unable to speak, unable to stand, unable to breathe. But, if you can somehow find the courage to sit down in this world of                   

unfathomable pain, compassion may allow you to look without turning away.  Once you start to look-to see, to listen–you begin 

to discover a world that constantly whispers, “It’s a good life.” In the kitchens and backyards and basketball courts, you                        

discover the way joy permeates this life we have been given, even amidst the realities of trauma, abuse, and neglect. 
 

Thornwell proves to me over and over and over again that there is boundless love in the world. When I walk across campus, the 

same teenagers whom society has stereotyped negatively yell, “Hey, Miss Shannon!” and run over to give me hugs. They ask 

about my day, while they are bearing the unfair weight of their own. 
 

Sometimes, a difficult concept for us to grasp is the temporal nature of foster care, this idea that while Thornwell is a home, it 

was only ever meant to be a temporary one. A lot of us are quick to associate “temporary” with a wide range of negative                      

experiences and  emotions. We run away from temporary because the cost-benefit analysis doesn’t seem worth it, or we’re scared 

of the inevitable hurt accompanied with goodbye.  Temporary doesn’t make trauma any less ugly; it doesn’t make people any less 

remarkable. 
 

When I look at Thornwell, I see temporary, and I see good. I also see a lot of hurt people, a lot of hearts longing for community, 

for acceptance, for love. That could be discouraging, except I also see the elation in moments when they find it. I remember all 

the moments in my own life when I finally found it, and I can see in their eyes when they find it, too. When someone looks at 

you and says, with their words or their actions, “I see all of you. I love you, and I’m staying,” it changes everything. Here, they 

have the  opportunity to discover that life-altering love. I’ve seen them find it, and I’ve seen them give it. 
 

Friends, love is never wasted. It wasn’t wasted 2,000 years ago when Jesus shared His last meal with Judas, and it won’t be 

wasted any time you decide to love your neighbor, whether or not you think they love you back.” 

 

Nancy Varner 

Missions Team Member 

Spotlight 

FINANCIAL  
REVIEW 

FEBRUARY’S ATTENDANCE   
                                                   9 am   55     11 am   162   

 

   Budgeted Offering Through February  $  88,359 
 
 

   YTD Offering Received Through February  $101,238 

                      

                    Where love is never wasted: 
              Thornwell through the eyes of another ... 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS        February 25, 2020  

The Session met on Tuesday, February 25, 2020, at 6:00 pm in the Loft.  Below are the highlights from 

the meeting: 

 
 Session met with members of the Peace River Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry for their                 

Triennial meeting. 

 

 With regret, Session accepted the resignation of Elder Mary Herold, due to personal                                

circumstances, effective with the installation of the new class of Elders in May, 2020.  Mary will still 

be active in many areas in the life of the church, and we appreciate her servant’s heart.   

 

 A Congregational Meeting to elect the next class of Elders, Deacons and Trustees will be held on 

Sunday, April 5th, 2020, during the 11 am worship service. 

 

 Session requests prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ at Westminster and Palma Sola                    

Presbyterian churches as they move toward a new structure that will consolidate some of the                 

worship and administrative functions.  Westminster will be 'nesting' within Palma Sola's facilities as 

the Westminster property is placed up for sale. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dwayne Smith, Clerk of Session 

 

Interested in learning more about FPC? 
Come to our Membership Luncheon 

hosted by the Membership Ministry Team, Elder Emily Buskirk 
  

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020 
12:00 - 2:00 pm     

Small Dining Room 
  

 

RSVP to the church office by March 29th  
(941-746-6141  or  info@firstpresbradenton.com) 

  Lunch will be provided 

 

 

 

John Weichel, a member of FPC since 1954, will be 

receiving the Lifetime Spirit Award at a luncheon  

to be held on March 25, 2020,  at 11:30 am, at the 

Bradenton Convention Center.   

Congratulations, John! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Bonnie Sylvester, Jerry Perry, John L. Westney, Jr., Margaret Downs, Kevin Binder, Kathy Binder, 

Jean Phillips, Jeannie Oliver, Steve Abbey, Ann Porter, Steve, David Winfried Wolpers,  

Carol Frankland, Frances MacDonald, Cameron Bogue, Don Harris, Janice Lange, Judy Plano, 

Sally DenUyl, Catherine Wilcockson,  Rose Carlson, Vic Kane, Irene Henderson, Debbie Parvin, 

Bob Marsh,  Jay Daspit, Donna Jones, Betty Gilmore, Melody Porter, Vada Johnson, Keith Allen, 

Dave Stacho, Ellen Cavanaugh,  Kathy Winchester, Bill Saggau, Carol Saggau, James Braunlin, 

Doug Walsh, Jr., Betty Harkins, Frances Moody, Elma Westney, John Weichel, Karen Montgomery, 

Nell Barner, Roger Lane, Jo Zonders 
  
   

 

If you would like to join our Prayer Chain  and receive prayer requests via email, please contact 

the church office.  Also, we would love to pray for you.  You can either enter your prayer                      

requests on our website or e-mail the church office at:  office@firstpresbradenton.com

March  2020                                                                       FIRST PRESS                                                                  Page 10 

Health Care Facilities Address Telephone Name(s) 

Bay Vue Nursing & Rehab.  105 15th St. W. 

Bradenton, 34208 

941-747-8681 Betty Harkins (Room 132) 

 

Inn at Freedom Village  

 

6410 21st Ave W. 

Bradenton, 34209 

941-798-8250 

 

  

Margaret “Jo” Zonders (121A) 

 

  
 

Summerfield Assisted Living 

 

3409 26th St. W. 

Bradenton, 34205 

941-751-7209 Vada Johnson (Room 126) 

Westminster Manor 

Assisted Living (RAL) 

1700 21st Ave W 

Bradenton, 34205 

941-745-0167 Jeanne Oliver (RAL Room 408) 

Westminster Shores  

Assisted Living (RAL) 

1610 3rd Ave W 

Bradenton, 34205 

941-748-1700 Rae Flanders (RAL Room 124) 

E. Jean Phillips (RAL Room 134) 

John Weichel (RAL Room 125) 

Westminster Towers 

Assisted Living (RAL) 

320 15th St Ct W 

Bradenton, 34205 

941-666-8837 

941-567-6976 

Vic Kane (#146) 

Al Murden (#175) 

Joanne Oostenbrug (#141) 

Debbie Parvin (#133) 

Westminster Towers 

Health Care (HC) 

320 15th St Ct. W. 

Bradenton,  34205 

941-747-1881 

941-757-5941 

Marion McClellan (HC 340A) 

Marty Murden (HC 215) 

Elma Westney (HC 327A) 



 

 

March  2020                                                      FIRST PRESS   

1 Communion Sunday 
  

9:00 Informal Worship 

10:00 Discipleship 

11:00 Worship Service  

3:00 Spanish Ministry 

 
 

 2 Newsletter   

    Submission 
 

6:00 SG/MMNF 

6:15 Bell Choir 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

3 
9:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

3:30 Stephen Min. 

7:00 Venture Crew 

 4 
7:00 Choir 

  
               
 

 
 

 5 
9:00 Food Pantry 

9:00 SG/Piecemakers 

12:15 GNC 

1:00 Worship Team 

2:30 Building Com. 

7:00 Joy Circle 

 

 

6 
7:00 Spanish 

Ministry 

7 
 

8 Daylight Savings 
  

9:00 Informal Worship 

10:00 Discipleship 

11:00 Worship Service  

3:00 Spanish Ministry 

 

  

 

 

9   
6:00 SG/MMNF 

6:15 Bell Choir 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

  

  

 

 

 

10 

9:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

10:30 Pew Crew 

4:30 Mission  Mtg. 

7:00 Venture Crew 

 

 

 

11 
5:30 Deacons 

7:00 Choir 

 

 

 
  

12 

9:00 Food Pantry 

9:00 SG/Piecemakers 

10:00 Christian Ed. 

12:15 GNC 

1:00 Worship Team 

2:30 Building Com. 

5:00 Finance Mtg. 

  

13 

7:00 Spanish 

Ministry 

 

  

 
  
 

14   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 KOINONIA 
 

9:00 Informal Worship 

10:00 Discipleship 

11:00 Worship Service  

12:00 KOINONIA     

          Lunch 

3:00 Spanish Ministry 

 

16 

6:00 SG/MMNF 

6:15 Bell Choir 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

  

 

 

 

17 St. Patrick’s  

           Day 
9:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00 Venture Crew 

 

  

 

 

18 
7:00 Choir 

 

19 
9:00 Food Pantry 

9:00 SG/Piecemakers 

12:15 GNC 

1:00 Worship Team 

2:30 Building Com. 

  

 

 

20 
7:00 Spanish 

Ministry 

 

 

  

  

21 

  

  

 

 

 

22   
 

9:00 Informal Worship 

10:00 Discipleship 

11:00 Worship Service  

3:00 Spanish Ministry 

 

  

 

23  
6:00 SG/MMNF 

6:15 Bell Choir 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 
 

 
  

 

24 

9:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

6:00 Session 

7:00 Venture Crew 

 

  

  

25 
7:00 Choir 

 

 

26 
9:00 Food Pantry 

9:00 SG/Piecemakers 

12:00 PW CT Mtg. 

1:00 Worship Team 

2:30 Building Com. 

 

 

27 
10:00 Card Min. 

7:00 Spanish 

Ministry 

28 
 

29   
9:00 Informal Worship 

10:00 Discipleship 

11:00 Worship Service   

3:00 Spanish Ministry 

  

  

30  

6:00 SG/MMNF 

6:15 Bell Choir 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

 

31  
9:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

7:00 Venture Crew 

         

KEY:  
 

SG =  
Small Group 

 

   
Set your clock ahead  

one hour on March 8th 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1402 Manatee Avenue West 

 Bradenton, FL 34205  

office@firstpresbradenton.com 

Phone: (941) 746-6141      

Fax:  (941) 747-1198 

Lead Pastor:     

Rev. Dino Rustin 
 

Care & Visitation:     

Rev. Dr. Lewis Trotter    
 

Organist/Director of  

Music Ministry:   

Ted Hayes 
 

 

  
   

 

Visit us on the web at:        

www.firstpresbradenton.com 

“Lord our God, may 

 Your Blessings  
be with us.  

Give us 

 Success 
in all we do! 

 
Psalm 90:17  (GNT) 


